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  Looking back at March
 West Unity Community Meeting
                                                March 16, 2010
Jay Budde, Vice President of NORTA, 
welcomed all guests to the meeting.  In 
addition to Board members, present were 
trail friends and members of the press for a 
total of eleven participants.
Owners of Park Place, Wayne and Peggy 
Schmucker, provided the meeting place and 
made  ice cream sundaes and a drink 
available to everyone, compliments of 
NORTA.
Jay gave a slide presentation highlighting 
attractions along the Wabash Cannonball 
Trail, Trail history, maps, projects, and 
information as to how volunteers could get 
involved.
Tom Duvendack commented on volunteer 
opportunities. the next scheduled workday 
is May 15, 2010.  The activities for the work 
day will most likely be brush trimming and 
sign placement.
Jay and Tom fielded questions about trail 
development as they related to funding and 
horse trails.
The door prize, an Earth Day T-shirt, was 
won by Jeremiah McAffee. 

View of the Trail in Fulton County
Photo by Patti Gehring, April 17,2010

In late April and early May diehard 
morel hunters set out to see if any of 
those wonderful delicacies have 
pushed their heads out of the warmed 
moist soil.
On the other hand if you are one who 
frequents the Wabash Cannonball trail 
you may have noticed something that 
sprang up like mushrooms in mid April: 
trail signs!
The combined effort of Tom 
Duvendack, Harper Peck, Jay Budde, 
Tom Striggow, Patti Gehring, Edith 
Trowbridge, and Bob Apger put about a 
dozen of those critters into the ground 
on NORTA’s April 17th work day. 
It was a chilly but beautiful day with red 
buds accenting the tender leaves 
shooting out of the trees and brush that 
line the trail through this section of 
Fulton County and on into Williams 
County.

April Happenings

Photo by Lucille Smith April 17,2010



“Where the Pavement Stops, The Forgotten Seven”
Contributed by: Tom StriggowEditor’s comment: 

When Patti Gehring offered to take over the office of Treasurer, I said I 
would be happy to serve as Newsletter Editor for NORTA. 
I have not regretted the decision.
I asked for ideas and articles to use for the newsletter.
Patti Gehring has supplied me with a photo and ideas for
news items and an updated map, Bonnie Markley shared her notes from 
the West Unity meeting which I was not able to attend. Patti and Jay are 
helping with getting the newsletter out there. The helpful suggestions from all 
who have previewed this newsletter have been greatly appreciated. Last 
but far from least, below you can read what I hope is just the first of many 
informative articles byTom Striggow. Enjoy!
Lucille Smith, Editor

Many of us are familiar with the paved sections of the
Wabash Cannonball Trail as they head west from the
Jerome Road trailhead in Lucas County. The trail
becomes forked just west of the trailhead. The “North
Fork” is paved approximately ten miles through
Monclova into Oak Openings Metro Park to Lucas-
Fulton County Line Road. The remaining 36 miles of the
North Fork is crushed stone-cinder ballast surface except
through the town of Wauseon where it is again paved.
The “South Fork” just west of the Jerome Road trailhead is paved ten miles running through the village of
Whitehouse to Neapolis with pavement ending again at Lucas-Fulton County Line Road. The remaining 7
miles is cider-ballast (dirt) surface running to just east of the village of Liberty Center.
This is the part of the trail that I have come to call the “forgotten seven” - forgotten in the sense that it is the
least used of the entire Wabash Cannonball Trail yet may well be one of the most scenic.
I was introduced to this section of the trail in 1994 when I joined NORTA and helped with decking the
“Spile” bridge just west of Colton on the South Fork. Since then I've biked this 7 miles many times. Since
2006 I have done trail maintenance as a NORTA volunteer along this section, clearing brush, trimming and
doing signage repair.
Built by the Wabash Railroad in 1855, the South Fork is the oldest section of our trail. It ran between Ft.
Wayne, Indiana and Toledo, Ohio. Passenger service ended in 1959 and freight service stopped in 1969.
Since then it laid wasted allowing a nice tree/brush line to grow up along both sides of the line. NORTA
acquired the rail bed in 1994.
The tree/brush line now forms a nice shaded canopy over many sections of the 7 unpaved miles, making it
very scenic and rich in wildlife. I've viewed red fox, wild turkey and deer along the trail as well as pheasant,
quail and bobwhite.
The forgotten seven miles also contains what I think is our most spectacular bridge, just west of Colton. The
Spile Bridge has a double stone arch that was first laid over Bad Creek in 1855! Look closely for the hand
chiseled head figure that we discovered when we decked the bridge for trail use in 1994,
The “North Country Trail” uses the South Fork as it winds its way down from Michigan through Ohio.
NCT is a National Parks Service hiking trail that stretches 4000 miles from New York State to North Dakota.
You can visit their web site at www.NorthCountyTrail.org for more information.
The “Forgotten Seven Miles” can be accessed by driving to Neapolis where there is a trailhead with parking
at the east edge of town off the Waterville-Neapolis Road. Head west on your bike (fat tires are
recommended) there is a short paved section of trail to the county line road then the adventure begins as you
enter the “Forgotten Seven”.
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Trail west of Neapolis-Henry Co.

       



A
pr

il 
17

, 
20

10
 W

ork
da

y Fulton County R
oad 16

          
         Would you like to help maintain the Wabash Cannonball Trail?  
              Here is your chance.
Join and volunteer. We welcome you!  Our board meetings (which are open to ALL members) are held 
on the first Thursday of the month at 7 PM at the headquarters building (the old Pettisville Grain scale house) 
on Rt. 109 one mile south of Delta. 
We do not share our membership list with any other organizations.
NORTA is exempt from federal taxation under section 501(c)-(3) of the IRS Code and is qualified to
receive tax-deductible contributions.

         How to renew, join,  make a contribution and/or offer to volunteer:
         Complete and send this form by postal mail with your check (payable to NORTA) to:
  Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc. (NORTA, Inc.) P.O. Boc 234, Delta, Ohio 43515

Tom Duvendack, Harper Peck, Jay Budde, Tom Striggow, Patti Gehring “planting” signs.

 NORTHWESTERN OHIO RAILS-TO-TRAILS ASSOCIATION, INC (NORTA)
Membership Form

Name(s)___________________________________________________________
Home Tel._____________Work Tel.:_____________Cell (Optional)_____________
Address________________________________________________Apt.#_______
City:_____________________State:_______________Zip:___________________
Membership Categories
____Senior/Student $10 ____Individual $15 ____Family $25 ____ Patron $100
____Business/Organization $50 ____Lifetime $1,000 Additional Contribution ________
____I am interested in volunteering:  Tell us a little about yourself and what you enjoy doing.  

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON, ON THE TRAIL AND AT OUR MEETINGS.
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A message from Rails-to-Trails Conservancy:
In case you missed the big news, RTC partnered with Google Maps to help launch their 
new biking directions feature. RTC donated spatial data for some 15,000 miles of rail-
trails and other multi-use paths across the country. Map your bike route today!

Reminder:
Next workday is scheduled for Saturday May 15.  Meet at headquarters at 9 am.

Visit www.wabashcannonballtrail.org for interactive version of this map.

Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Assoc., Inc.
P.O. Box 234
Delta, Ohio 43515
1-800-951-4788
www.wabashcannonballtrail.org


