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     BLUEBIRD TRAIL

It was a colorful fall day in Oct. 

2010. I was clearing brush near 

Fraker Mill Bridge when I noticed a 

bird house on a steel post along the 

trail. Upon further investigation I 

found 4 houses between Fraker Mill 

and our Trail Maintenance Bldg.

They were all in rough shape, 

missing pieces. Some had slid down 

poles and were resting on the 

ground. I learned that our trail 

friend from Archbold, Bob Apger, 

had made them and that they were 

Bluebird houses.

I spoke to Bob, he said he had placed 

them along trail about 8 years ago 

and since then they had been 

forgotten about.

I took them down and over the 

winter repaired them and put them 

back in place in March 2011.

Bluebird’s normal nesting areas are 

wood fence posts but as land is 

cleared and use of steel posts vs 

wood, their nesting sites have 

disappeared. Thus they have taken 

to mounted boxes. Bob uses steel 

poles so raccoons can’t scale the 

posts to rob eggs from nests . The 

boxes must have 1.5 inch opening 

and no perch to discourage other 

birds from using. Bluebirds will 

imprint on the area and return each 

year to nest.

It would be great to add a little Blue 

to the color of the landscape along 

our Trail!!!

      submitted by Tom Striggow

Bring your bicycle, a lunch, and some friends to the 
Wabash Cannonball Trailhead in Elmira, Ohio.

continued on page 2

Saturday, May 14 

Want a bike adventure?
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SOME THINGS WE NEED

450  3-5 gallon buckets for our tree plantings for watering
1- 15 -20 gallon air compressor
1 - shop vac
brush loppers
Round-up spray material
Pole pruners
 about 5 squares of shingles for the kiosk 
Cash*
*We have an offer of a $500 matching gift to be used to start 
improving the surface of the trail north fork starting at the Fulton Co. 
line and heading West.,  submitted by Tom Duvendack, maintenance



This trip is the first of several planned 

NORTA sponsored trail bike rides in 2011.  

The main purpose is to introduce bicyclists

 in the area to a beautiful section 

of the Wabash Cannonball Trail.  

We will also make this a trail improvement 

event for anyone would like to help.  There 

will be bags available for picking up trash 

and ample opportunity to clear away 

undergrowth.

The ride will be about

9.0 miles one-way by 

trail.  (Round trip about 

18 miles.) The ride will 

be an out-and-back, returning after a lunch 

stop at the Beaver Creek Bridge Trestle.  

The ride will start at the Wabash 

Cannonball Trail crossing at Fulton Co. 

Road 23, 1/4 mile north of U. S. Hwy. 20A. Look for 

the group on the west side of road, just north 

of the grain bins.  We will gather at 9:45 AM 

for 10:00 AM departure.  Parking is available at 

the start and halfway point.  

This will be an exploratory ride over gravel, 

grassy and occasional rough surface.  Fat tires 

on a bike that is in good condition would be 

best suited for the ride.  The trail may be 

overhung with tree  growth at spots. therefore  

we recommend that you wear long pants and 

long sleeves. A helmet is required.There is no 

planned external support for this short ride.

Anyone is welcome to join us;  families, children 

(under 18 accompanied by adult), recreational 

riders and NORTA members, volunteers and 

trail friends.

Cost?  No Cost - How sweet is that!

Food? Riders should bring their own lunch and 

water.  No water is available

in this section of 

trail. A planned 

end-of-ride treat 

is planned at ....
 

If rain is likely or forecast on Saturday, May 14, 

the back-up date is Saturday 

May 21.

Registration is not required for this event but encouraged as it is limited to 20 participants.  
Please contact Jay Budde at : 
jbudde0704@embarqmail.com. Cell 419-572-1819 .leave call back information.
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   Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Assoc.,Inc.     
   P.O. Box 234
   Delta, Ohio 43515
   1-800-951-4788
   www.wabashcannonballtrail.org

       Online maps of the trail available at 
http://www.wabashcannonballtrail.org/maps


