
Delta Steel Run-Walk-Bike

The 2015 run, “Building a 
Community Tough as Steel,”  
will begin at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
May 9. Participants can choose 
to bike (fat-tire), walk or run. 
Registration information can 
be found at www.deltasteel.org.  
There will be prizes awarded in several categories.

The 5K Steel Run began as part of Delta Village’s 
150th anniversary of incorporation in 2013.  The 
event is organized by North Star BlueScope Steel and 
supported by the Delta Chamber of Commerce.
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Trail Used For Local Community Events

“Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc. (NORTA) is a private nonprofit 
volunteer organization, whose mission is to promote and steward the development and 

maintenance of the Wabash Cannonball Trail for public recreational use.”

Walk For Water

Who?   United Methodist churches serving Metamora, 
Liberty Center and Colton.  This event is open to the 
public. 

What?    A fundraising event, Walk For Water, that will 
benefit a non-profit organization called 20 Liters.  It 
is a charity dedicated to making clean drinking water 
available to people in Rwanda.  You can find more 
information at their website, www.20liters.org. 
 
When?    Saturday, April 18, 2015, 10:00 a.m.
 
Where?     
Colton area, from 
Washington Street 
west to the Spile 
Bridge (Bad Creek).  

Participants will walk to the bridge, collect water from 
the creek (presumably 20 liters, about 43 pounds), and 
carry it back to the starting point, approximately 1.25 
miles.  This is done to impress upon the participants the 
daily task of Rwandans to avail themselves of water that 
is then filtered through a SAM system to purify it for 
drinking.

In order for participants to collect water, they will have 
to access the creek by means of a path at the east end 
of the bridge. The walkers will use the depot area to set 
up tents and tables for a community lunch following the 
walk. They will also use the depot area for parking and 
portable toilet facilities. 

“This type of event is why NORTA has spent the last 20+ 
years building the trail -- to provide a safe and scenic 
recreational ‘park’ for public enjoyment.” stated NORTA 
secretary Bonnie Markley. 

5K Run to Benefit Three Local Charities

Great Lakes Collaborative for Autism is committed to 
improving access to care, cutting edge services, and 
support for all those affected by autism.  Autism is 
epidemic, with 1 in 88 children being identified with an 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Locally, thousands of 
families are affected by autism. 

Wabash Cannonball Trail, maintained in Fulton, 
Williams, and Henry counties by Northwestern Ohio 
Rails-to-Trails Association, is a 63-mile multi-use 
recreational trail. It provides non-motorized access for 
hikers, bikers, equestrians and cross-country skiers.

Hands of Grace is a non-profit ministry of 37 churches 
and 10 agencies united to provide volunteer services 
to the elderly and disabled residents of Fulton County, 
enabling them to remain independent and in their 
homes. They have an Adult Day Center offering activities, 
to persons isolated because of their physical and/or 
cognitive limitations.



WANTED/NEEDED
• Air compressor (10-30 gallon) for truck, tractor and trailer tires and cleaning tractor and mower etc.
• Shop rags
• Hand cleaner such as Go-Joe
• Round Up herbicide (concentrate is best, and in five gallon is cheapest) for  

grass control around signs, fences, buildings, etc.
• Cash donations - specify toward one of the above will be used for that purpose
• New members and volunteers
• Visit our website www.wabashcannonballtrail.org
• Like us on Facebook

NORTHWESTERN OHIO RAILS-TO-TRAILS ASSOCIATION, INC. (NORTA)  

Membership Form 

Name(s)___________________________________________________________________________  
Home Phone _________________________Work Phone ________________________  
Cell (Optional) _____________________________________  
Address ________________________________________________Apt. _______  
City ______________________________State __________Zip _________________ 
E-mail Address _____________________________________________________________________  
Membership Categories: 
____Senior/Student $10   ____Individual $15     ____Family $25  
____ Patron $100    ____Business/Organization $50  ____Other $________ 
____Lifetime $1,000 Donation  

Contributions are tax deductible 

Officers and Board members 
Below you will find contact information for various board members. You may also contact us via our website: www.
wabashcannonballtrail.org.  Phone: 419-822-4788 or 1-800-951-4788

President: Jay Budde (jbudde0407@embarqmail.com)
Vice President: Ed Snyder  
Secretary: Bonnie Markley (bonniejm@windstream.net)  
Treasurer: Patti Gehring (pmgnorta@buckeye-express.com) 
Newsletter: Lucille Smith (lucille.smith@rocketmail.com)
Maintenance: Tom Duvendack, Sandy Mason,Tom Striggow (tstriggow@yahoo.com) and
Randy Miller (rmiller@frontier.com)

It’s just a skinny park!



Goals Set for 2015
 

On Saturday, January 31, 2015, the NORTA Board of 
Trustees met for a planning day to look ahead to 2015 
and set its goals for projects and work to complete.  The 
Board set five primary goals:

1.   Open the Last Mile of the Trail in Williams County
This goal will involve clearing the overgrown brush 
in the center of this mile, possible grading (fill and 
cut areas), drainage installation and some aggregate 
surfacing.

2.   Recruit Special Interest Groups\New Leaders
The Board is concerned that membership and trail 
leadership needs to be strengthened.  This goal 
will include contacting area groups such as geo-
cachers, horseback and bicycle riders, and other 
groups known to use the trail and possible sources 
of leadership, volunteers and new NORTA Board 
leadership.

3.   Two Kiosk Completions
Completion of the two exisiting informational  
kiosks will be completed this year.  A committee is 
already at work designing the informational panels 
for the Tallman (near the maintenance building) and 
Colton kiosks.

4.   Beaver Creek Bridge Widened
The work project, already mostly designed, only 
awaits a warm work-day and a few volunteers to 
complete.

5.   Sauder Village to Wabash Cannonball Trail  
      Connection 

With this goal, the trail will connect to one of NW 
Ohio’s premier tourist attractions and will enhance 
the value and increase trail use.  Conversations with 
Sauder Village and other community groups are 
underway.

    By: Jay Budde, President 

We are very excited that the Maumee Valley Planning 
Organization (MVPO) has recently identified the Wabash 
Cannonball Trail as its top ranked priority project, out of 
62 regional transportation development projects.

MVPO is a voluntary association of local governments 
designated as an Ohio Regional Planning and 
Development Organization.  MVPO is currently 
developing a rural long range regional transportation 
plan for Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Paulding, and Williams 
Counties with a horizon year of 2040.  

The plan is being funded in part by a grant from the 
Ohio Department of Transportation to review existing 
transportation conditions and propose improvements.  
The plan will be multi-modal and encompass traffic 
volumes, crashes, road and bridge conditions, rail 
crossings and train characteristics, environmental issues, 
recreational trails, population areas including age and 
environmental justice areas, and other areas pertaining 
to transportation and planning for the region.

MVPO has held a series of public meetings with one 
meeting in each of the five counties.  The purpose of 
these meetings was to update the public on Moving 
Together 2040 as well as to present the identified 
potential projects that have been prioritized for 
inclusion in the long range plan. 

Maumee Valley Planning 
Organization Targets Wabash 

Cannonball Trail as Priority

A log jam took down four trees west of the Tiffin 
River and caused the washout shown above.



Here’s Your Sign!

Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Assoc. Inc.
P.O. Box 234 
Delta, OH 43515 
1-800-951-4788
www.wabashcannonballtrail.org

Many who use the trail may not stop to think about 
the time, effort and funds that go into signage for the 
trail. NORTA’s section of this long skinny park includes 
39 crossings, marked with 71 signs.

Signage costs will increase this year with the completion 
of two informational kiosks, located near the NORTA 
headquarters and Colton. So, STOP and take a look at 
our signs. They are there to help you along the way.


