2017 Annual Meeting Highlights
The 2017 Annual Meeting was held in October, and as always, was great fun with great folks.
Tom VandenEynden (left) was recognized as the Volunteer
of the Year, which was presented by VP Tom Striggow. He
received the Hiker statue, which
is our travelling award and a
certificate. His name has been
added to our award plaque.
Gerken Paving received a Corporate Lifetime Membership for
their contributions to the Trail. They donated grindings from
other pavement projects, connected us with trucking companies, and supported the project in general.
Mike Zwyer and John Helberg, from Gerkin, accepted
the certificate.

			WOOD CHIPPER DONATED TO NORTA
Bob Hofbauer has generously donated a twenty-five horsepower Vermeer wood chipper to NORTA for use on the trail. Anyone who has cleared
vast areas of brush knows what an issue it is to tug and tow and throw
brush off the trail. This machine will chip brush up to 4 inches in diameter
and blow the chips off the trail or into a truck, saving lots of muscles and
joints of our volunteers on the larger projects.

Notes from the President
We’ve dubbed the western terminus of the trail in Montpelier (Williams County) as The
Last Mile. It’s easy to walk or ride, has signage, and is already a favorite destination for people
from all over. For many people, this is the first mile. And while we call it The Last Mile, we still
have hopes of connecting with the Pumpkinvine Trail in northeastern Indiana. If/when this happens, the Emerald Necklace of Ohio will connect with Lake Michigan and beyond.
A project the size and scope of our 64 miles and which covers 4 counties takes a dedicated crew, willing partners, and lots of money. Fortunately, we have 2 out of 3 of these. Our crew
is made up entirely of hardworking, amazing volunteers. Our partners across the counties are
there to help. But like any non-profit organization, there is never enough money. We welcome
your time and talents, as we have for 27 years,
and your tax-deductable donations always appreciated. We put your contributions to good, fiscally responsible use.
Thanks, and see you on the trail,
			

Tom Duvendack

2017 Annual Meeting Report
The 27th annual general membership and volunteer appreciation meeting was held on
Thursday, Oct. 12, 2017 at Delta 109 Tavern & Eatery. There were 34 members and guests
in attendance. The ambience of the restaurant lent itself to an atmosphere of camaraderie
enhanced by table decorations, complements of Linda Doyle that depicted the vast variety of
flora and fauna that can be seen on the trail.
All current Trustees on the Board agreed to serve another term. As there were no
other nominations from the floor, the vote was taken. Board members remain: Jay Budde,
Tom Duvendack, John Fitzgibbons, Patti Gehring, Bob Hofbauer, Bonnie Markley, Randy
Miller, Ed Snyder, and Tom Striggow.
President Tom Duvendack explained the background of the Volunteer of the Year
award (aka WALT AWARD) and gave recognition to the two namesakes—Walt Kruse and Walt
Studebaker. Irene Kruse was also recognized for her volunteer efforts during the early years
of trail development with husband, Walt. Vice President Tom Striggow presented the Volunteer of the Year award traveling trophy, “The Hiker”, to fellow deserving volunteer Tom VandenEynden. He also displayed the Volunteer of the Year plaque with the addition of Tom V.’s
name as the 2017 recipient for his extraordinary service and assistance.
Randy Miller gave an update of the impressive progress made in Williams County due
in large part to the generous contributions of Gerken Paving and their willingness to participate in the project. Randy presented Mike Zwyer and John Helberg, representatives for
Gerken Paving, with a certificate for a Corporate Lifetime Membership plus the addition of
their names on the Lifetime Members plaque displayed in NORTA’s office. Tom D. handed
Randy a plastic bag containing a name tag for the Lifetime Members plaque along with
screws and small screwdriver and asked him to place the name tag on the plaque. Totally
unbeknownst to Randy, the names on the nameplate were “Randy and Roxie Miller” for going above and beyond duty with their continued phenomenal efforts in developing the last
mile of the North Fork.
The program for the evening consisted of a PowerPoint put together by Jay Budde and
tweaked by Marianne Duvendack with narration provided by Tom D., Tom S., and Randy.
Among the items of note were: (1) The announcement that Gerken Paving had been awarded the contract for the South Fork extension from Henry
CR 6C to the depot in Liberty Center to be completed
by June 1, 2018; (2) Work on the last mile in Williams
County has taken a minimum of nearly 500 hours reported this year alone in moving the RAP and spreading
it onto the trail. Due credit was given to Jackson Equipment for their consideration in rental of a loader to assist in loading the roughly estimated 4,000 tons of RAP
(217 truckloads).
The Wabash Cannonball Trail has officially been
designated Ohio Bike Route 90 as part of ODOT’s network of statewide bicycle routes.
		Respectfully submitted,
		Bonnie

Markely, Secretary

Roxie and Randy Miller were surprised by the
Board with a Lifetime Membership, presented
here by President Tom Duvendack.
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When NORTA was organized 27 years ago, one of the
first places we went to gain
support was the Liberty Center Historical Society. They’ve
maintained a beautiful depot
for many years and were “all on
board” with the plan.
And now, access on the
South Fork to Liberty Center is
complete!
Join us for our ribbon cutting ceremony on Saturday, June
23 at 9 a.m. for a wonderful celebration of our combined efforts.
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Northwestern Ohio
Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc.

Trail Map Kiosk Project
Installing new kiosk signs, a project spearheaded by Jay Budde in 2017, continues on. More units were completed and installed at Williams County Road 13 and Road
15, Wabash Park in West Unity, and at Elmira in Fulton County. The installation was
handled by Bonnie Markely, Patti Gehring, Bob Hofbauer, Randy Miller, Bob Apgar, Tom
Duvendack, Tom Striggow, Tom VandenEynden, and Jay.
Finishing touches, such as the roofs will be complete the project. In addition,
NORTA has applied for a grant to create a map of the North Country Trail which will
show its route from the Ohio-Michigan line to the Buckeye Trail on the Maumee River at
Waterville. These will be installed on the reverse side of each kiosk.

Bob, Bob, and Bonnie at Elmira

Tom, Tom, and Bob at Elmira

Tom, Tom, and Bob at West Unity

Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc. (NORTA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit volunteer organization whose mission is to promote and steward the development and maintenance of the Wabash Cannonball Trail for public recreational use.

