
      Thomas Duvendack                                                         
                  1940 - 2019 
A portion of this year’s annual 
meeting will be set aside to 
celebrate the life of Thomas 
(Tom) Duvendack, NORTA 
volunteer extraordinaire, who 
left this good earth on Easter 
Sunday, April 21, 2019.  
 
Tom and his wife, Marianne, had the foresight to envision 
a recreational trail where railroad tracks previously 
existed. They began a movement they dubbed “Friends of 
the Wabash Cannonball Trail” back in 1991.  Together, 
they held public meetings to share their vision and recruit 
people of like minds.  They persevered against the “not in 
my backyard” attitude that was so prevalent in this 
predominantly agricultural area 28 years ago.  In 1992, the 
Friends got really serious and incorporated as 
Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc.   
 
Tom faithfully served NORTA as trustee, maintenance 
chairman, vice president, and most recently as president.  
He was the go-to person who always made himself 
available for organizing and carrying out work projects.  
His extensive career with Toledo Metroparks and variety 
of life experiences made him an invaluable asset to our 
organization. 
 
To honor him, we have named an 18 acre parcel of NORTA 
owned land as the Tom Duvendack Savanna.  We are 
currently researching the construction of a pavilion along 
the trail, which will honor both Tom Duvendack and 
Walter Kruse who was also a founding leader. 
 
We will take a moment at the annual meeting to share our 
favorite “Tom Stories”.  Come prepared with your own 
memories! 
 

  
NORTA Annual General 

Membership and Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner Meeting 

 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 
 

Delta 109 Tavern and Restaurant 
214 E. Main Street, Delta 

 
5:00  Social Hour (cash bar)  
6:00  Dinner Buffet  
7:00  Meeting/Program 
 
Our Guest Speaker will be Andrea Ketchmark, Executive 
Director of the North Country Trail Association.  The North 
Country Trail utilizes portions of the Wabash Cannonball 
Trail along its 4,600 mile route from North Dakota to 
Vermont. 
 
The annual business meeting will summarize the activities of 
the past year, and look ahead to new projects.  The active 
members in attendance, will have the privilege of casting 
their vote for nominees to the Board of Trustees for the 
coming year.  We hope to add two new faces to our board 
this year to fill a couple of vacancies.  
 
Please take the time now to continue your support of 
NORTA and our great volunteers by renewing your 
membership and reserving your seat(s) for the annual 
meeting. 
 
Seating is limited! 
Make reservations and payment by October 1. 
Special dietary need?  Contact NORTA (800) 951-4788 
 
 

  

 

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING  
RESERVATION FORM 

 
Number of Guests _______@$20 = Total $__________ 
 
Name (s) _____________________________________  
 
                 _____________________________________ 
 

NORTA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
 
Name      _____________________________________  
 
Address ______________________________________ 
   
               ______________________________________ 
 
Email     ______________________________________ 
 
Phone  _______________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Levels: 
 Senior/Student  $10 
 Individual  $15 
 Family   $25 
 Business/Organization $50 
 Lifetime          $1,000 
 Additional Donation  $_______ 

Memberships are renewable yearly on September 1, 
and are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. 
 
    Mail Payment to:     NORTA, Inc. 

PO Box 234 
Delta, OH 43515 

OR 
Register and/or Renew online via PayPal payment on 
our website, www.wabashcannonballtrail.org, 

 



   

 

  Highlights from the 2018 Annual Meeting 
 
Results of Election of Board of Trustees 
Bob Apger  Bonnie Markley 
Tom Duvendack  Randy Miller 
John Fitzgibbons Ed Snyder 
Patti Gehring  Tom Striggow 
Bob Hofbauer 

 
Volunteer awards 
WALT Award (“The Hiker”)  – Bob Apger 
Lifetime/Recognition Award – Linda Doyle 
Lifetime Award – Nelson Hagerman 
Leadership/Lifetime Award – Jay Budde 
Presidential Citation – Patti Gehring, Bonnie Markley 
 
Program Notes 
The evening’s speaker, Scott Carpenter, Director of 
Public Relations, Metroparks Toledo, reported on 
expanding developments to grant every resident in Lucas 
County accessibility to a park within five miles. These 
include not only parks, trails, and waterfronts, but 
opportunities to experience activities such as archery, 
kayaking, and birding.  The Secor-to-Oak Openings 
connector will intersect the Wabash Cannonball Trail.  A 
unique project currently under construction is the 
Treehouse Village in Oak Openings at the Beach Ridge 
Area near Swanton.   
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Wabash Cannonball Trail 
Celebrates 25 Years 

Can you believe it?  It seems like just yesterday that NORTA 
founders took on the challenge of owning 48 miles of 
former railroad right of way to convert into the fabulous 
Wabash Cannonball Trail.  On March 24, 1994, ownership 
transferred from Norfolk and Western Railway through 
TMACOG to current partners, Lucas County, Metroparks 
Toledo, Maumee, Whitehouse, Wauseon, and NORTA. 
Within 48 hours, NORTA opened a 2.5-mile stretch of the 
South Fork in Henry County from Colton to the east. 

At our celebration party in  
March, Bonnie Markley was 
named NORTA Volunteer of  
the Quarter Century. 

Paving to be extended on the 
North Fork 

Asphalt paving is coming next year!  In cooperation with 
Metroparks Toledo, the pavement will extend 6 miles from 
the Lucas-Fulton County line to State Route 109 south of 
Delta.  Project bids will be taken this fall and construction 
will start in 2020 with completion later that year.  We look 
forward to welcoming more trail users into Fulton County 
and beyond! 


