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Northwestern Ohio Rails
to Trails Association
Wabash Cannonball Trail
It takes a lot of hard work to keep the Wabash Cannonball Trail clear and open
for users to enjoy. Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc.
(NORTA) owns and maintains 32 miles out of the total 65 miles of trail, and we
are staffed solely by volunteers who believe that it is absolutely worth the effort.
We don't seek praise, but it's always nice when our efforts are acknowledged.
Today we'd like to recognize just a few of the many volunteers who put so much
of their personal time into this wonderful resource that we call the Wabash
Cannonball Trail.

Most recently, there are four
gentlemen who, over and over again,
need no prompting to jump into
action. Bob Apger, Randy Miller,
John Fitzgibbons, and Tom Striggow
were out on the trail immediately
following last weekend's ice storm,
and my bet is they are all out there
today cleaning up after yesterday's
wind storm!
If a trail user spots some downed
trees that are too large to move by
hand, please call NORTA to report,
and we will send one of our guys out

there, pronto!

Ed Snyder, Tom Duvendack, Bob Hofbauer, Danielle Lee

About ten years ago, NORTA wanted to start work on clearing a mile long
section of trail located off of the original railroad bed at the western terminus of
the trail, that was totally overgrown. Money was tight, so we tried clearing it by
hand. Enter Danielle Lee. Much younger that most of us with a ton of energy
and certified training with a chain saw. While working to clear just a walking
path, she encountered a drainage ditch crossing the route. Ingenuity set in, and
Danielle built herself a small bridge using cut trees and scrap lumber. Problem
solved! She continued to work away at clearing, but the enormity of the project

was overwhelming. NORTA eventually hired a contractor to complete the work
with heavy equipment. Last fall, Danielle's accomplishment was recognized
with a plaque installed at that location, now known as "Danielle's Crossing".

It's difficult to quantify the amount of work and planning that Tom Duvendack
has put into the Wabash Cannonball Trail and NORTA. He and his wife,
Marianne, spearheaded the original movement to create a recreational trail out
of the former Norfolk Southern Railroad corridor back in the early 1990's. Tom
has worked tirelessly on all aspects of the trail. He single-handedly, arranged to
put 16 acres of NORTA property into a conservation program for rare and
declining habitat - an oak savanna, that provides some annual income for
NORTA.
To acknowledge his many accomplishments and his total dedication, NORTA is
naming the savanna the "Tom Duvendack Oak Savanna". A proper sign will be
ordered to replace this temporary banner.

There are so many more wonderful individuals out there who have
donated their time and energy to build and maintain this trail, but there
is just not room enough here to list them all. But you know who you
are, and please accept our gratitude for your contributions and
support!
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