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Friends,
It is with heavy heart that we inform you of the death of one of NORTA’s own--Tom Duvendack. Tom and his wife Marianne began a movement they dubbed
Friends of the Wabash Cannonball Trail back in 1991 when the railway became
available for purchase. Through their vision and active recruitment, the
railroad right-of-way eventually resulted in the formation of Northwestern Ohio
Rails-to-Trails Association and its acquisition of a stretch of trail that traverses
three counties (Fulton, Henry, Williams).
Tom has faithfully served NORTA as trustee, maintenance chairman, vice
president, and president. He was the go-to person who always made himself
available for organizing and carrying out work projects. His extensive career
with Toledo Metroparks and variety of life experiences made him an invaluable
asset to our organization. As evidenced in his obituary, Tom had an extensive
background in volunteerism.
To honor him, NORTA’s Board of Trustees has dedicated an 18-acre parcel of
the Trail as the Tom Duvendack Savanna. Tom initiated interest in developing
that area to provide ideal conditions for the growth of typical prairie plant and
animal species and did the legwork with the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture to make it
happen.
Tom will be missed for his good-natured humor, his laughter, his generosity,
his willingness to respond to any situation, his many skills, his storytelling

ability, his dedication to the cause, his leadership, his love of ice cream and the
location of every ice cream parlor in his neck of the woods.
Final arrangements for Tom Duvendack's service/burial will appear in Sunday's
Toledo Blade.
TUESDAY, MAY 7th
4:00 p.m. - Visitation at the Caretaker's Cottage in Oak Openings near Mallard
Lake.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 8th
1:00 p.m. - Service at the Lodge in Oak Openings with burial following
immediately in Whitehouse Cemetery.
MEMORIALS TO: NORTA, Bittersweet Farms, Sunshine Community, Girl
Scouts
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