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Updated website
NORTA’s website, www.WabashCannonballTrail.org, was refreshed this year. Be sure to check out the new format with
lots of new photos and information about the trail. Many thanks go to Bob Hofbauer for taking on this project.

Paving project
Work recently began to extend the paved portion of the North Fork of the Wabash Cannonball Trail from S. Fulton-Lucas
Rd. (County Rd. 1) just west of Oak Openings Metropark for 6 miles to OH Rt. 109 in Fulton County at the headquarters
of NORTA. The trail will be closed during construction, which is expected to be completed in August. A detour around
the closed trail generally follows County Rd. EF; be sure to consult a map for the detour.

Equestrian facilities at Williams CR 17
Under the leadership of Randy Miller, the former railroad tie yard
at Williams County Rd. 17 has been transformed into a spacious
parking area that can accommodate horse trailers as well as
vehicles. The trailhead also has a mounting block for the
convenience of equestrians, which was drafted, built, and placed
by Boy Scout Troop 75 (Defiance) in cooperation with the
Defiance Chapter of Ohio has been developed that takes trail
users east from the trailhead about half a mile to Beaver Creek.
Scouts from Troop 75 on the new equestrian
mounting block

North Country Trail committee

Maumee State Forest Manager Don
Schmenk marked the NCT

The North Country Trail (NCT) is a more than 4000-mile-long hiking and
backpacking trail that runs from the Missouri River in western North Dakota
through eight states to the Green Mountains in Vermont. The NCT includes
more than 30 miles that run along the North Fork of the Wabash
Cannonball and 10 miles that run along the South Fork. In order to facilitate
development, maintenance, and improvement of the NCT in northwestern
Ohio, especially parts off the Wabash Cannonball Trail, NORTA recently
created a committee dedicated to the NCT. The picture to the left shows
the first task the committee took on: reopening a section of closed trail in
Maumee State Forest between the North and South Forks of the Wabash
Cannonball Trail south of Oak Openings Metropark. For more information
about the North Country Trail as a whole, see www.northcountrytrail.org.
For more information about the NCT committee of NORTA, please contact
committee leaders Ryan Bowles (bowlesr1234@gmail.com) or Marianne
Duvendack (mbduvendack@gmail.com).

Wabash Cannonball Trail 25th Anniversary Party
On March 30, 2019, NORTA held a party to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of the acquisition of the Wabash Cannonball property on March 24, 1994.
President Ed Snyder presented the Volunteer of the Quarter Century
Award to Bonnie Markley, NORTA secretary and Board of Trustees member
since 1991. As part of the presentation, Bonnie was given a hammer with
the NORTA/WCT insignia, signifying her contributions to the “blood, sweat,
and tears” of trail construction, and a small model of a typewriter,
signifying the many years of service as secretary. The group enjoyed cake,
refreshments, and camaraderie.

Bonnie Markley received the Volunteer
of the Quarter Century Award

2019 Annual Meeting
Forty-seven loyalty trail supporters met October 17, 2019 for the 28th Annual General Membership and Volunteer
Appreciation Meeting. The meeting also commemorated the 25th anniversary of trail acquisition that took place on
March 24, 1994. President Ed Snyder welcomed members and
guests and gave a presentation on the history of the Wabash
Cannonball Trail and NORTA from 1991 to the present. Special
recognition was given in memory to those faithful volunteers
who worked diligently to make NORTA and the Wabash
Cannonball Trail the successes they have become: Merle
Snyder, Walt Kruse, Walt Studebaker, James Keller, Gene
Markley, Jack and Dortha Stoner, and most recently Tom
Duvendack and Irene Kruse.
Officers and committees reported on activities and projects
completed during the past year with the highlights being six
NORTA received a check from the Toledo Area
kiosks installed along the Trail, improvements at the Elmira
Bicyclists
and Williams County Rd. 17 parking areas, interest of
Montpelier and Williams County in taking over section(s) of
the Trail, and joining forces with North Country Trail Association and the Defiance Chapter of Ohio Horseman’s Council.
Of special note was the receipt of a check for $5,000 from proceeds of the Maumee Area River Ride sponsored by the
Toledo Area Bicyclists.
Joe Mantey with Firelands Rails-to-Trails, Inc. gave an update
on their efforts to develop and maintain the North Coast
Inland Trail in Huron County. They presented a colorful poster
to NORTA in recognition of Gene Markley’s assistance in the
early days of FRTTI’s development.

The election of Board of Trustees took place. The new Board
consists of: John Fitzgibbons, Patti Gehring, Tom Hall, Bonnie
Markley, Randy Miller, Hope Russell, Jim Shaw, Ed Snyder, and
Tom Striggow.

Firelands Rails-to-Trails presented a poster in
recognition of Gene Markley’s assistance

Ed Snyder noted the past recipients of major volunteer
awards: Volunteer of the Decade, Gene Markley (10 years,
2004); Volunteer of the Decade II, Ed Snyder (20 years,
2014); and Volunteer of the Quarter Century, Bonnie
Markley (25 years, 2019). The Volunteer of the Year Award
for 2019 (also known as the Walt Award) was presented to
Patti Gehring for her dedication and efficiency in the
performance of her duties as treasurer under extreme
challenges during the year.
Patti Gehring was presented with the Volunteer of the
Year Award

The keynote speaker for the meeting was Andrea Ketchmark, Executive
Director of North Country Trail Association. Andrea welcomed NORTA’s
affiliation with the North Country Trail. She presented information about the
trail and the North Country Trail Association, which oversees the volunteer
organizations that build and maintain the trail. Andrea stressed the positive
effects trails have on people and communities. She described plans for the
future with an emphasis on the role of young folks through the formation of
the Next Generation Coalition.

Andrea Ketchmark presenting about
the North Country Trail

In Memoriam
In the past year NORTA lost three valued members whose impact and contributions will be greatly missed. All were
involved with Wabash Cannonball Trail development since its inception back in the 1990s.
Tom Duvendack was one of the visionaries who foresaw the transformation
from tracks to trail. His continued perseverance lead to the formation of Friends
of the Wabash Cannonball Trail, which evolved into Northwestern Ohio Rails-toTrails Association when we incorporated in 1993. He worked non-stop to get us
to where we are today. He wore many hats from activism, design, construction,
PR, and leadership as NORTA Maintenance Chair and President at the time of
his passing. Tom’s contributions are memorialized in the Tom Duvendack
Savanna, an 18-acre property in Pike Township, Fulton County, and the Tom
Duvendack mile, part of the new trail paving project west of S. Fulton-Lucas Rd.

Tom Duvendack

Diane Reamer-Evans was the Transportation Planning Manager with Toledo
Metropolitan Council of Governments (TMACOG) when the plans developed to convert
the railroad corridor into a trail. She spent countless hours researching, planning, and
gathering public input for the then controversial trail project. She served on NORTA’s
board of trustees in the early years. She organized the annual Wabash Cannonball
Corridor Coordinating Committee meeting of the trail partners until her retirement
from TMACOG in 2015.
Diane Reamer- Evans

Irene Kruse, wife of Walter Kruse, a long time, hardworking volunteer and loyal supporter, was the woman behind the
man. Irene often accompanied Walt, along with friends from their church, on work projects. She volunteered time,
provided food for volunteers, and made various donations to our efforts. Following Walt’s passing, Irene remained
supportive in her ongoing membership and attendance at NORTA annual meetings. Her kindness, pleasing manner, and
generosity will be missed.

Pollinator garden in Elmira
Environmental studies have revealed a disturbing decrease in the pollinator population due to the
destruction of natural habitats and exposure to deadly chemicals. Among the most threatened of the
pollinators are bees and butterflies.

Recognizing the severity of the problem,
Jeff Smucker, a local apiarist, set out to
create an area that would support native
plants and wildflowers to benefit
pollinators’ feeding and breeding needs.
The pollinator garden Jeff is developing
lies on NORTA property east of the Elmira
improved parking lot on Fulton County Rd.
23. Among the variety of native plants are
basswood, clover, bluebeard bushes, and
sunflowers.
New pollinator garden at Elmira trailhead

Additionally, Jeff has planted arborvitae and
butterfly bushes along the north side of the
parking lot. While it may take a few years for
plants to get established, Jeff is confident that
the area will eventually become a thriving
sanctuary for bees, butterflies, and other
pollinators so vital in sustaining the delicate
balance of nature.

Milkweed growing in the pollinator garden

Show Your Support
NORTA is an all-volunteer non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that relies on public support to help us
continue our work on the Wabash Cannonball Trail in Fulton, Henry, and Williams counties. Your
support is needed to fund such things as fuel for our tractor, tools and saws for brush clearing and storm
cleanup, and maintenance of our headquarters and storage buildings.





Send us a donation through our online donation page at https://wabashcannonballtrail.org/contact.
Volunteer to help NORTA and the Wabash Cannonball Trail. Email us at norta.email@yahoo.com or call
419-822-4788 to learn more.
Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1736699 and Amazon donates 0.5% of Amazon purchases to
Northwestern Ohio Rails To Trails Association Inc. at no additional cost to NORTA or customers.
Become a member or renew your membership, either online at
https://wabashcannonballtrail.org/membership/ or complete the form below. Memberships are
renewable yearly on September 1 and are tax-deductible.

Membership Form
Membership level:
□ Senior/Student $10

□ Individual $15

□ Business/Organization $50

□ Family $25
□ Patron $100

□ Lifetime $1,000
□ Please add an additional donation of $_______

Name: __________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________________

Email: ______________________________ Phone: ______________

Send check or money order payable to NORTA to:
NORTA, Inc.
P.O. Box 234
Delta, OH 43515

