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Northwestern Ohio Rails
to Trails Association
Wabash Cannonball Trail

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Opens Newly Paved 6.1 Miles of Trail

Marianne Duvendack (NORTA), Ed Snyder (NORTA), and Joe Fausnaugh
(Metroparks Toledo) cut the ribbon on September 10, 2020

The newly paved section of the Wabash Cannonball Trail North Fork is a
cooperative effort between NORTA as owner, and Metroparks Toledo as
funder, developer, maintenance, and patrol. Metroparks received funding
through the Transportation Alternatives Program which paid for 95 percent
of the $2.2 million project cost. The North Fork is now paved for an
uninterrupted 15.7 miles from North Jerome Road in Maumee west to
State Route 109 south of Delta. It continues on to Montpelier, Ohio on a
mostly unpaved surface with another paved section in Wauseon, for a
total distance of 46 miles. The trail also has a South Fork that stretches
17 miles from Maumee to Liberty Center, with the first 10 miles paved.
The first mile of the new trail extension is dedicated in honor of Tom
Duvendack, former manager of Oak Openings Preserve, who died last
year. Tom was one of the leaders who advocated for the Wabash
Cannonball from its beginning, and was heavily involved with NORTA as
leader and skilled volunteer worker.
The North Fork travels through Cannonball Prairie and Oak Openings
Preserve Metroparks and is linked by a connector trail to Side Cut
Metropark and Fallen Timbers Battlefield. This serves to illustrate the
mission of Metroparks Toledo of connectivity to enhance the quality of life
for our region. The Toledo area is extremely fortunate to have such an
outstanding park system. As you may know, there is a levy request on the
November 3 ballot for Toledoans and if you feel strongly in favor of the
Metroparks' efforts, please consider casting your vote as a Yes for Issue
17.

Speakers at the event included Ed Snyder, president of Northwestern Ohio
Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc., Joe Fausnaugh, chief of operations/rangers
Metroparks of Toledo, and Bob Gilbert, the mayor of Delta, Ohio.
The Transformation is Complete

The bridge crossing Swan Creek east of County Road 3, before and after.

A highlight of our trail in Fulton County is the Fraker Mill Bridge, a timberframed covered bridge over Bad Creek near County Road 6-3, built in 2001 by a
group of NORTA volunteers led by a local craftsman, Ken Matesz.
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