
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruiting new trustees 

Do you want to get more involved with the inner workings of Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc.? Would 

you like to offer your insights and talents to make NORTA the best it can be? Our organization is guided by a board of 

nine trustees who are elected annually by our members. Our officers include president, vice-president, secretary, and 

treasurer, and are elected annually by the board of trustees. Personnel changes this past year have created two 

vacancies on the board.  The board was fortunate to fill one of the slots with an enthusiastic member who lives close to 

the trail in Delta, Dave Kovar. At the upcoming annual meeting (whenever that will be) we will elect the 9 persons to 

serve on the board for the 2021 year. If you would like to learn more or add your name to that list of nominees, please 

contact us at the NORTA hotline, 419-822-4788 or send us an email at norta.email@yahoo.com.     

 

 

 

 

 

The Cannonball Courier 
Newsletter of the  

Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association 
wabashcannonballtrail.org 

February 2021 



Clearing things up! 

NORTA’s maintenance crew has been busy this year 

with the routine and never-ending essential 

maintenance of removing downed trees, mowing, 

spraying, tree trimming, staining, brush removal, filling 

chuckholes, and so much more. Kudos to Tom Striggow, 

Randy Miller, and their “accomplices” for a job well 

done—especially Bob Apger, Bob Hofbauer, Tom 

Vanden Eynden, Hal Brown, Dave Kovar, and Cory Miller 

(Fallen Timber Tree Clearing). 

Special appreciation is due to Todd and Kelly 

Bodenbender from Liberty Center who have adopted 

the last mile of the South Fork west of Henry CR 6C. The 

Bodenbenders maintain that section by mowing, 

trimming, spraying, and generally making it more 

attractive to trail users. The area is a trailhead for the 

South Fork that, with their ongoing efforts, conveys a 

positive impression of the Wabash Cannonball Trail. 

To supplement the vast work accomplished by the 

NORTA team, we have been most fortunate to have 

employed the services of Jaren Stoner, owner of Jackson 

Equipment, who has worked diligently throughout 2020 

to improve the trail. Stoner is responsible for clearing 

and leveling the trail surfaces on both the North and 

South Forks. Clearing involved removal of invasive 

vegetation with equipment unavailable to NORTA 

including a power rake to smooth the surface. In the 

process, the trail was widened to a more appropriate 

dimension, making future maintenance easier. 

Among other things, Stoner cleared the south-facing 

grade at Fraker Mill Bridge of the ever-present and 

difficult to eradicate sumac. He has provided fill for 

NORTA’s use in bringing a culvert near Fulton CR22 up to 

grade and used his own dump truck and excavator to 

haul aggregate to fill in a low area at Elmira. 

Without Stoner’s services, the task of clearing the trail would have been monumental, if not impossible, for our 

volunteers. How grateful we are for his commitment to the cause. As Tom Striggow stated, “Jaren has made an amazing 

transformation of the trail.” 

Not to be forgotten are other volunteers who have also made significant enhancements to the trail. Jim Shaw hauled 

and spread screenings to fill a recessed area on the South Fork near Henry CR5B. Dan Heer and Steve Beck have cleared 

overhanging and invasive brush west of Elmira to improve water drainage. The City of Wauseon has begun making 

progress on its section of trail and has constructed a kiosk to provide information to trail users. Our thanks go out to 

these folks and to those whose contributions have not been mentioned here but are genuinely appreciated. 

 

South Fork with encroaching vegetation 

South Fork after clearing 



 

Reminder: The Wabash Cannonball Trail is closed to all motorized use 

except for powered mobility aids like power wheelchairs. If you see 

someone using a snowmobile or ATV on the trail, please contact local law 

enforcement immediately and let us know at norta.email@yahoo.com, 

419-822-4788, or 1-800-951-4788. 

 

Check it out! 

If you have not visited our website lately you are missing out on the huge 

improvements. Thanks are due to Bob Hofbauer in initiating the update and 

our subsequent finding of a professional to finesse the site. Whether you are 

interested in trail access points, attractions along the trail, photos, 

newsletters, FAQs, maps, or just want to learn more about the trail in general 

- it’s all there. If you cannot find what you’re looking for, send us an email or 

give us a call at 800-822-4788 or 419-822-4788. You may also choose to visit 

our active Facebook page for comments and input about the trail. 

www.wabashcannonballtrail.org 

https://www.facebook.com/nortaofnwohio 

 

Gone but not forgotten 

The most difficult part of writing articles for the Cannonball Courier is to report on 

the passing of another NORTA volunteer. 

We were all deeply saddened to learn of the death of one of our loyal volunteers, 

Gary Samples. Gary was an avid bicyclist, respected teacher, community servant, 

world traveler, and trail advocate. 

As some of NORTA’s early volunteers will recall, Gary contributed a great deal of 

time to trail development. Most memorable was his participation as one of that 

stalwart group who attended the nine-consecutive-day workshop learning the art 

of timber framing and applying what he learned to good use with his chisel and 

mallet. His unique humor helped us get through those long monotonous days. 

Gary’s labor and fortitude played a significant part in the construction and 

assemblage of the Fraker Mill covered bridge.  

As NORTA president Ed Snyder has (sadly) too often said, “Another passenger has 

stepped down from the train.” Our heartfelt condolences go to Gary’s wife Jan 

and the Samples family upon the loss of their beloved Gary. He will be missed. 

 

 

Gary Samples 

New kiosk in Wauseon 



2020 Annual Meeting postponed 

It will come as no surprise that our annual business meeting for the fiscal year of 2020 has been postponed due to the 

restrictions imposed by the Coronavirus pandemic. This meeting of NORTA members is normally held in October to 

review and approve the actions and activities of the year, elect the board of trustees for the coming year, and to 

celebrate our amazing volunteers with the presentation of the Volunteer of the Year “Walt” Award. 

Our desire is to have an in-person meeting when the restrictions are lifted, but if that is not possible in the near-future 

we may have to give Zoom a try! Stay tuned - we will notify all members of the meeting date. 

P.S. Is your membership up to date? 

Fulton Co. paving project 

The North Fork of the Wabash Cannonball Trail got a major upgrade this 

past summer and fall. Asphalt pavement, 12 feet wide, was laid from 

Fulton-Lucas Road all the way to State Route 109 south of Delta, a distance 

of 6.1 miles. The results are spectacular. The project was a cooperative 

effort between NORTA, as owner, and Metroparks Toledo, with funding, 

development, maintenance, and patrol. Metroparks received funding 

through the Transportation Alternatives Program which paid for 95 percent 

of the $2.2 million project cost. 

The first mile of the new trail extension is dedicated in honor of Tom 

Duvendack, former manager of Oak Openings Preserve, who died in 2019. 

Tom was one of the leaders who advocated for the Wabash Cannonball 

from its beginning and was heavily involved with NORTA as leader and 

skilled volunteer worker. 

The official ribbon cutting was held on September 10, 2020 at the Delta 

Trailhead. Speakers included Ed Snyder, president of Northwestern Ohio 

Rails-to-Trails Association, Inc., Joe Fausnaugh, chief of operations/rangers 

Metroparks of Toledo, and Bob Gilbert, the mayor of Delta. 

This portion of the trail, as well as the entire trail, has seen a dramatic 

increase in usage since the COVID pandemic began. What better way to 

refresh your spirits and lighten your hearts than a nice walk or bike ride 

through the best scenery in northwest Ohio! 

North Country Trail committee 

The North Country Trail (NCT) is a more than 4,000-mile-long hiking and 

backpacking trail that runs from the Missouri River in western North Dakota 

through eight states to the Green Mountains in Vermont. NORTA is 

responsible for development, maintenance, and improvement of the NCT in 

northwestern Ohio, which includes about 40 miles on the Wabash 

Cannonball Trail plus 25 other miles. The recently created North Country Trail 

committee held its first trail work day in September. Seven volunteers, 

including two college students and a high school student, joined for a 

morning of trail improvements. We blazed 6 miles of trail with the blue paint 

rectangles that mark the trail all the way from North Dakota to Vermont. We 

also cleared trail in Maumee State Forest and scouted new trail we hope to 

build there in 2021.  

New pavement on the trail near Delta 

Deb Mattes blazing the North Country 

Trail in Maumee State Forest 



 

Show Your Support 

NORTA is an all-volunteer non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that relies on public support to help us 

continue our work on the Wabash Cannonball Trail in Fulton, Henry, and Williams counties.  Your 

support is needed to fund such things as fuel for our tractor, tools and saws for brush clearing and storm 

cleanup, and maintenance of our headquarters and storage buildings.  

 Send us a donation through our online donation page at https://wabashcannonballtrail.org/contact. 

 Volunteer to help NORTA and the Wabash Cannonball Trail.  Email us at norta.email@yahoo.com or call 
419-822-4788 to learn more. 

 Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/34-1736699 and Amazon donates 0.5% of Amazon purchases to 
Northwestern Ohio Rails To Trails Association Inc. at no additional cost to NORTA or customers.  

 Become a member or renew your membership, either online at 
https://wabashcannonballtrail.org/membership/ or complete the form below. Memberships are 
renewable yearly on September 1 and are tax-deductible.  
 
 
 

Membership Form 

Membership level: 

□ Senior/Student $10  □ Individual $15 □ Family $25 

□ Business/Organization $50    □ Patron $100 

□ Lifetime $1,000 

□ Please add an additional donation of $_______ 

 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________ Phone: ______________ 

 

Send check or money order payable to NORTA to:  

NORTA, Inc.  

P.O. Box 234 

Delta, OH 43515 

 

 

https://wabashcannonballtrail.org/contact
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=522NB55WCYLJ&K=3EG1NIOG8DH70&M=urn:rtn:msg:20200611140345662b0273aa5a4bd9a1154f64f360p0na&R=1DXFAEABQR8ZC&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F34-1736699&H=XKMPHSMXO1JEU3JGH72IVUMTWUWA
https://wabashcannonballtrail.org/membership/

