
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Williams county governments to acquire portion of Trail 
 
The Wabash Cannonball Trail is about to welcome two new members to the collaborative team.  Northwestern Ohio 
Rails-to-Trails Association will transfer ownership of the Williams County portion of the Trail to the Williams County 
Commissioners and to the Village of Montpelier.  The transfer of land is in process, and once the paperwork is done, 
Montpelier will acquire 4 miles of trail from CR 13 to CR 17, and Williams County will own 6 miles from CR 17 to the 
Williams-Fulton county line.  This deal has been in the works for some time, and NORTA looks forward to working with 
our new partners to create a fantastic recreational trail for all of northwest Ohio. 
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Wabash Cannonball Trail Connector officially opens in Montpelier 
 
The rails-to-trails corridor of the Wabash Cannonball Trail has its western terminus at Williams County Road 13 (Airport 
Rd). It is only a short distance, about 2 miles, from there into the village of Montpelier where you can find food and 
restrooms. The forward-thinking Village of Montpelier has constructed an off-road paved path connecting the Wabash 
Cannonball to State Route 107/East Main Street to the north. Already improved bike lanes on SR 107 give hikers and 
bikers easy access to the downtown area. 
 
A ribbon cutting ceremony was held on August 26 to mark the official opening of the new section of trail. Attendees 

included Montpelier Village 
Administrator Jason Rockey, 
Montpelier Mayor Steve Yagelski, 
Village Council president Chris Kannel, 
Williams County commissioner Lew 
Hilkert, and NORTA president Ed 
Snyder. 
 
Montpelier was awarded an $89,395 
grant from the Clean Ohio Trail Fund 
(COTF), which covered 75% of 
construction costs for the Connector, 
while local and county government 
covered the remaining 25%. Total cost 
was estimated at $119,194. The multi-
use trail is about a quarter-mile long, 
10-feet wide and paved with asphalt. 

 
 
Montpelier High School students lend a hand 
 
On a hot Friday morning in August, 20 students from Montpelier 
High School, along with 2 teachers, 3 NORTA members, and 2 
Montpelier Village Council Members, kicked off the school year with 
a community service day on the Wabash Cannonball Trail. This 
group of students is part of the E3 program, which works toward 
helping high school students become Employed, Enlisted, or 

Enrolled by the time they graduate. The group 
worked to clear brush and generally clean up the 
trail from its start at Williams County Road 13 
towards the east for about 3/4 of a mile. All told, 
the team put in 89 hours of labor. NORTA thanks 
them for their volunteer efforts and a job well 
done! 

 

 



National Trails Day hikes 
 
NORTA led two hikes for National Trails Day on June 5. Deb 
Mattes and her trail pup, Willow, enjoyed leading the first 
hike following the North Country Trail starting and ending at 
Springbrook Trailhead in Oak Openings Metropark! We had 
a total of 9 hikers for the 5-mile hike. The wooded trail was 
beautiful and the shade provided relief as the temperature 
rose. Marianne Duvendack provided some nice history and 
archeology lessons about this section of trail along the way. 
Good company and fun conversation made this the perfect 
National Trails Day Hike! 
 
Patti Gehring led the second hike following the North Fork 
of the Wabash Cannonball Trail going east from the Elmira 

Trailhead to the Tiffin River and 
back. 6 hikers enjoyed the hike, 
and returned to Elmira to find Girl 
Scout Alyssa installing a brand new 
trail register at the trailhead. After 
the hike, some of the participants 
celebrated by cooling off with ice 
cream at Homestead in Archbold.  

 
 
 

 
 
New North Country Trail section opened 
 
This summer, NORTA volunteers built almost a mile of new hiking trail in Oak Openings Metropark and Maumee State 
Forest as part of a reroute of the North Country Trail between the South and North Forks of the Wabash Cannonball 
Trail. The new trail follows existing hiking trails in the metropark starting at Springbrook Trailhead, then turns south on 
newly built trail just west of Evergreen Lake and crosses into Maumee State 
Forest for a pleasant forest walk. The new trail eliminates about half a mile of 
roadwalk and adds beautiful views of oak openings habitat, a globally rare 
ecosystem that is home to over a third of the rare species in all of Ohio.  

 



Better late than never 
 
What do you do when circumstances prevent you from conducting regular business?  You improvise, of course. That was 
what we did when the regular annual meeting could not be held in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
After much consideration, once state designated COVID-19 restrictions had been modified, NORTA trustees set the date 
of June 1, 2021 to conduct a business-only meeting for the 29th annual general membership and volunteer appreciation 
meeting.  With social distancing being observed, twenty-four faithful folks attended. 
 
Highlights of the business meeting included reports from: 
 
1) Ryan Bowles, chairman of the North Country Trail committee, about the accomplishments of the committee including 
relocation of the route in the south part of Oak Openings and the state forest. 
 
2)  Tom Striggow, maintenance/construction committee, taking us through details of the six-mile paving project in 
Fulton County from its origin in 2015 to the finished project in 2020. 
 
3)  Randy Miller, maintenance/construction committee, about the addition of mounting blocks at both Dreamers’ 
Meadow (Williams CR 17) and the parking area in Elmira to assist our equestrian trail users.  Defiance Boy Scout Troop 
75, in cooperation with the Defiance Chapter of Ohio Horseman’s Council, constructed and installed the mounting block 
at CR17.  The Elmira mounting block was created with labor and materials donated by Jeff Smucker, a lifetime member 
of NORTA. 
 
The election of Board of Trustees takes place at each annual general membership meeting.  Trustees for the remainder 
of 2021 are:  Dave Blyth, Patti Gehring, Tom Hall, Dave Kovar, Bonnie Markley, Randy Miller, Ed Snyder, and Tom 
Striggow. 
 
Ryan Bowles was presented with a commemorative plaque as recipient of the 2020 NCTA Chapter/Affiliate/Partner 
Honor Award for his dedication in rerouting the NCT through Oak Openings and the state forest connecting to the 
Buckeye Trail. 
 
The Walt Award is also given at 
each annual general 
membership meeting.  This year 
two recipients shared the 
Volunteer of the Year Award—
Randy Miller and Tom Striggow-
-for the countless number of 
hours/days/weeks they have 
spent during the year 
maintaining and improving the 
Trail.  At their request, the 
coveted statue of “The Hiker” 
has been placed in the NORTA 
office building. 
We are looking forward to 
holding this year’s annual 
meeting on Thursday, Oct. 14, 
2021.  See the related article 
and insert in this newsletter. 
 

 



 
 
 

Happy 30th anniversary to NORTA 
 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is 
the only thing that ever has.” 
 
Margaret Mead gets the credit for this quotation, but those of you who comprise NORTA’s 
membership certainly deserve your share of the credit for the successful development of the Wabash 
Cannonball Trail. 
 
How time flies!  A mere thirty years ago a small group of what some folks thought should have been 
committed citizens got the brilliant idea of converting an abandoned railroad right-of-way to a multi-
use recreational trail. 
 
In observance of the 30th anniversary of the Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Association, originally 
known as Friends of the Wabash Cannonball Trail, NORTA President Ed Snyder will take us through the 
Trail’s history and development at this year’s general membership and volunteer appreciation meeting.  
Whether you have been a NORTA member who came “on board” in the early years and have seen us 
through both the good and bad times, or have hopped aboard along the way—your enduring support 
of the dream is so gratefully acknowledged.  Without your faith in the NORTA trustees, ongoing 
encouragement, and belief in the worthiness of the endeavor, we could not have succeeded in creating 
the Trail as we know it. 
 
You can join the celebration at this year’s annual meeting and dinner on Thursday, October 14, 2021, 
at Trinity Lutheran Church community room, 410 Taylor St., Delta, OH.  We’ll get underway at 5:30 
p.m. with some socializing followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m.  The business meeting will take place about 
6:45 p.m.  Cost of the dinner, $20 per person.  To make your reservation, see the other side of this 
newsletter insert. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NORTA Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner  
and General Membership Meeting 

 

Thursday, October 14, 2021 
 

5:30 - 6:00 Meet & Greet 
6:00 - 6:45 Dinner 
6:45 - ?  Meeting 
 
 
 

Annual Dinner Meeting Reservation Form 
 
Number of Guests _______@$20 = Total $__________ 
 
Name (s) _____________________________________  
 
                 _____________________________________ 
 
 

NORTA Membership Renewal Form 
 
Name          _____________________________________  
 
Address      ______________________________________ 
   
City, State, Zip   __________________________________ 
 
Email            ______________________________________ 
 
Phone          ______________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Levels:  
   Senior/Student  $10  Individual   $15 

 Family   $25     Business/Organization $50 
Patron   $100     Lifetime            $1,000 
   Additional Donation   $ __________ 

 
Memberships are renewable yearly on September 1, and are tax-deductible to the extent of the law. 

 
 

Mail Payment to:       NORTA, Inc. 
PO Box 234 
Delta, OH 43515 

                            OR 
Memberships can be renewed online via PayPal payment on our website, 

https://www.wabashcannonballtrail.org/membership 

Trinity Lutheran Church Community 
Room 
410 Taylor St 
Delta, Ohio 
 

https://www.wabashcannonballtrail.org/membership

